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Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A layout system, comprising: 

a published information storage device that stores a plurality of pieces of 
published information; 

a published information selection device that selects the published information 
out of the published information storage device; aftd 

a layout device that produces a layout of the published information selected 
out of the published information selection device, the layout device producing a layout by 
storing the published information in an information storage frame according to a template that 
defines items related to the information storage frame arranged in a predetermined layout 
region; aad 

a template storage device that stores a plurality of different templatesjiand 
tho layout dovico being adapted a template selection device to select a template 
out of the template storage device according to the amount of published information selected 
by the published information selection device and to produce a layout of the published 
information according to the selected template. 

3. (Original) The layout system according to Claim 2, the template being a page 
template that defines the shape, size, and arrangement of an information storage frame to be 
arranged in a layout region in page units. 

4. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to Claim 3, the page 
template being related to information that indicates the amount of publishable information 
which can be stored in the information storage frame defined by a relevant page template, 
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the layout devioo template selection device being adapted to select out of the 
template storage device a page template that is suitable for the amount of published 
information selected by the published information selection device. 

5. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to Claim 4, the layout 
devte e template selection device being adapted to calculate a total amount of published 
information which has been selected by the published information selection device but for 
which a layout has not been produced, to calculate an average amount of the published 
information on the basis of the calculated total amount of published information, and to select 
a page template of the amount of publishable information suitable for the calculated average 
amount of published information. 

6. (Currently Amended) A layout system, comprising: 

a published information storage device that stores a plurality of pieces of 
published information; 

a published information selection device that selects the published information 
out of the published information storage device; aed 

a layout device that produces a layout of the published information selected by 
the published information selection device, the layout device producing a layout by storing 
the published information in an information storage frame according to a template that 
defines items related to the information storage frame to be arranged in a predetermined 
layout region; 

a template storage device that stores a plurality of different templates ^: and 
th e layout device b e ing adapt e d a template selection device to select a template 
out of the template storage device according to the number of pieces of published information 
selected by the published information selection device and to produce a layout of the 
published information according to the selected template. 
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7. (Original) The layout system according to Claim 6, the template being a page 
template that defines the shape, size, and arrangement of an information storage frame to be 
arranged in a layout region in page units. 

8. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to Claim 7, the page 
template being related to information that indicates a publishable number that can be stored in 
the information storage frame defined by a relevant page template, and 

the layout devic e template selection device being adapted to select out of the 
template storage device a page template of the publishable number suitable for the number of 
pieces of published information selected by the published information selection device. 

9. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to Claim 8, the layout 
devie e template selection device being adapted to calculate the total number of pieces of 
published information which has been selected by the published information selection device 
but for which a layout has not been produced, to calculate an average number of pieces of 
published information by each page, where a layout is not produced for the published 
information, on the basis of a calculated total number of pieces of published information, and 
to select a page template of the publishable number suitable for the calculated average 
number of pieces of published information. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A layout system, comprising: 

a published information storage device that stores a plurality of pieces of 
published information; 

a published information selection device that selects the published information 
out of the published information storage device; and 

a layout device that produces a layout of the published information selected by 
the published information selection device, the layout device producing a layout by storing 
the published information in an information storage frame according to a template that 
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defines items related to the information storage frame to be arranged in a predetermined 
layout region; 

a template storage device that stores a plurality of different templates ?: and 
the layout d e vice being adapte d a template selection device to select a template 
out of the template storage device according to the content of published information selected 
by the published information selection device and to produce a layout of the published 
information according to the selected template. 

1 1 . (Original) The layout system according to Claim 1 0, the template being a page 
template that defines the shape, size, and arrangement of an information storage frame to be 
arranged in a layout region in page units. 

12. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to Claim 1 1, the published 
information being related to information that indicates a category of relevant published 
information, 

the page template being related to information that indicates a recommended 
category of published information to be stored in the information storage frame defined by a 
relevant page template, and 

the layout device template selection device being adapted to select out of the 
template storage device a page template with a recommended category suitable for the 
category of the published information selected by the published information selection device. 

13. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to Claim 12, the layout 
d e vic e template selection device b eing adapted to specify the most frequent category of those 
categories of published information to be published on each page among the published 
information which has been selected by the published information selection device but for 
which a layout has not been produced, and to select a page template with a recommended 
category suitable for the specific category out of the template storage device. 
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14. (Currently Amended) A layout system, comprising: 

a published information storage device that stores a plurality of pieces of 
published information; 

a published information selection device that selects the published information 
out of the published information storage device; aad 

a layout device that produces a layout of the published information selected by 
the published information selection device, the layout device producing a layout by storing 
the published information in an information storage frame according to a template that 
defines items related to the information storage frame to be arranged in a predetermined 
layout region; 

the published information being related to information that indicates the 

importance of the published information; 

a template storage device that stores a plurality of different templates T ijoad 
the layout dovioo being adapt e d a template selection device to select a template 

out of the template storage device according to the importance of the published information 

selected by the published information selection device and to produce a layout of the 

published information according to the selected template. 

15. (Original) The layout system according to Claim 14, the template being a page 
template that defines the shape, size, and arrangement of an information storage frame to be 
arranged in a layout region in page units. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to Claim 1 5, the page 
template being related to information that indicates the recommended importance of 
published information to be stored in the information storage frame defined by the relevant 
page template, and 
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the iayeu ttemplate selection device being adapted to select out of the template 
storage device a page template with a recommended importance suitable for the importance 
of the published information selected by the published information selection device. 

17. (Currently Amended) The layout system according to Claim 16, the layout 
devic e template selection device being adapted to specify the highest level of importance of 
those levels of importance of published information to be published on each page among the 
published information which has been selected by the published information selection device 
but for which a layout has not been produced, and to select a page template with 
recommended importance suitable for the specified importance out of the template storage 
device. 

1 8. (Original) The layout system according to Claim 2, the system further 
comprising a user information storage device that stores user information related to a user, the 
published information selection device being adapted to select published information out of 
the published information storage device on the basis of the user information in the user 
information storage device. 

19. (Original) The layout system according to Claim 2, the system further 
comprising a user information storage device that stores user information related to a user, the 
layout device producing a layout of the published information selected by the published 
information selection device on the basis of the user information in the user information 
storage device. 

20. (Canceled) 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) A layout method, comprising: 

a layout step to produce a layout of published information, the layout step 
producing a layout by storing the published information in an information storage frame 
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according to a template that defines items related to the information storage frame to be 
arranged in a predetermined layout region, 

a template storing step of storing a plurality of different templates in a 
template storage device, 

the layou t a template selection step comprising selecting the template during 
the template storing step according to attributes of the published information, and producing a 
layout of the published information according to the selected template. 



